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his purpose of converting partial into general mobilization;
his failure to do so must have been an encouragement to the
Russian Minister*
Paleologue, at the time of this interview, had received a
dispatch from Viviani, repeating that France was ready
to fulfil the obligations of the Alliance, but instructing him
to advise Sazonov to avoid military measures which might
offer Germany a pretext for mobilization. Paleologue tele-
graphed back that he had carried out these instructions.58
But in his memoirs, and very probably at the time, he placed
much more emphasis on the first part of Viviani's message
assuring French loyalty to the Alliance, than upon the last
part suggesting caution in mobilization measures. More-
over, Izvolski had telegraphed to Sazonov that Margerie,
an official in the French Foreign Office, had said that the
French Government, without wishing to interfere in Rus-
sian military preparation^ thought they should be carried
on in the least open and provocative manner; and that the
French Minister of War advised Russia to strengthen her
military preparations, but to avoid as much as possible the
appearance of doing so.59
Sazonov then lunched with Basili and Krivoshein, the
Minister of Agriculture, who also besought him to wring
from the Tsar a consent to general mobilization. After
lunch Sazonov went out to Peterhof with Tatishchev at
2:00 P.M. He found the Tsar pale and nervous, now fuUy
conscious of the awful seriousness of the responsibility rest-
ing upon him. "Think of the responsibility which you are
advising me to take!" said the Tsar. "Think of the thou-
sands and thousands of men who will be sent to their
death I" In reply Sazonov tried to prove to him that he
58poincar6, IV, 399 ff.; Paleologue, I, 39 f. Perhaps misled by the
fact that in F.Y.B., 102, two of his despatches have been garbled into one,
Paleologue incorrectly places this interview at 6:00 P.M. instead of in
the forenoon. See also below, ch. xi, at note 6.
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